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could take many forms, depending on national and international needs
and resources, but their common objective would be to conserve the
livestock genetic resources essential to agriculture and society.

Clear national and international policies are needed to prevent further
losses of potentially important animal genetic resources.

Agricultural research policies have focused exclusively on live-
stock improvement programs. They must recognize that conserva-
tion is a vital part of these efforts. In developing countries, the re-
sponsible handling of indigenous breeds must be given a high priority.

Priority for preservation should be given to species, breeds, or popula-
tions that are both at the greatest risk of loss and that appear to have
potential for future use in livestock improvement programs.

In most countries the resources available to preserve animal ge-
netic resources will be limited. In addition, not all animal species or
particular breeds within a species will have a significant economic
role in other countries. Preservation efforts must focus first on those
species and breeds that are at risk and that have potential for contrib-
uting to future economic or social development in the country. Al-
though it may be desirable to save all endangered breeds, limited
resources will necessitate the setting of priorities, based on perceived
future economic contribution and biological uniqueness.